
International Development Team Training

Thursday, January 22, 2009

Serving Valenciaôs International Students:

Understanding the Role of the 

Designated School Official

Presented By: Bliss Thompson/PDSO

Counselor, West Campus

1



Training Objectives

·Overview of Department of Homeland 

Structure (DHS)

·Overview of History of SEVIS

·Regulatory Responsibility of DHS/ICE 

Approved Schools 

·Role of the DSO in 

Immigration/Academic Advising

·NAFSA Code of Ethics & Principles

·Institutional Certification/recertification
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History and Timeline

·1979; Iranian hostage 

crisis

·1993; First World  Trade 

Center bombing

·1995; INS internal review 

of intõl student

·1996; IIRAIRA

·1996; New Immigration 

Act passed creating SEVIS

·1998; Bombings at US 

embassies in Tanzania and 

Kenya

·2000; Bombing of the USS 

Cole

·2001; September 11th

attacks on the WTC and 

Pentagon

·2001; USA  PATRIOT Act 

passed

·2001;  Enhanced Border 

Security Act passed

·2003;  Mandated 

compliance date:   January 

30th
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Overview of DHS

·Formerly Immigration and Naturalization 

Services (INS) under Department of Justice

·Merged into Department of Homeland 

Security in March 2003; all functions combined 

·24 Distinct areas with distinct responsibilities
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U. S. Department of Homeland 

Security (DSH) Organizational Chart
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U.S. Customs & Border Protection
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U.S. Citizenship and 

Immigration Services
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U.S. Immigration and 

Custom Enforcement
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