VALENCIA COMMUNITY COLLEGE FOUNDATION
Endowed Chairs for Learning Leadership
Application and Biographical Information Form

Your Name: Endowed Chair Name:

Ima Gardner The Pomona Sprout Chair in Applied Biology

Title: Discipline:

Professor of Biology Biology

Mail Code: Email:

5-36 Phone:  299-5000 x 9999 igardner@valenciacc.edu

Please describe in one page with 12 pt. font the significant contributions you have made to student learning and to
your department, campus, and/or the college in recent years. The selection committee will evaluate proposals based
on the attached evaluation rubric and recipients will be chosen solely on the information provided in the application.

- Faculty Advisor for PTK on West campus, 1999-

- Developed an alternative text for Environmental Science that can be distributed without charge to students
- Taught PCB 1435 Florida Environmental Systems six times in the last two years

- Conducted four field trips for PCB 2350

- Five ILP committees over the last four years

- Participated in the development of course outlines for three biology courses

- Participant in Destinations 2006

- Faculty Senate representative, 2004-2006

- Campus representative to the Planning Council, 2006-2007

Signatures

Applicant: Dean:

Note: Your signature above verifies that you are full-time faculty (80% of assigned duties in a
classroom, gym or laboratory) on continuing contract and have taught full-time during Sessions
1 and 2 of the current year.

Provost:




VALENCIA COMMUNITY COLLEGE FOUNDATION
Endowed Chairs for Learning Leadership
Description of Proposed Learning Experience

Please describe in one page with 12 pt. font how you will use the Learning Leadership Chair award. Please

explain the following:

1). Your intended personal learning outcomes and their connection to student learning;

2). A budget that outlines how this money will support your endeavor in terms of the college’s mission, vision,
and values and connection to student learning;

3). The process for assessing your learning outcomes.

Please refer to the attached evaluation rubric which the selection committee will use to rate your proposal.

Personal Learning Outcome:

I want to become knowledgeable of three major ecosystems in Florida; hardwood hammocks, mangroves and
freshwater swamps. | already am familiar with scrub and pinelands. | want to travel to the Everglades, the
Loxahatchee River and the Okefenokee Swamp for this purpose.

Connection to Student Learning:
I teach Florida Environmental Systems regularly and | will be able to better serve students if I am more informed
about these ecosystems
Financial Plan:
I plan to take three three-day trips to explore these ecosystems and purchase reference materials for the campus
library. I will take my car and stay in hotels for two nights on each trip.

Hotels: 6 nights at $70 per night $420

Mileage: 570 miles at $.445 per mile $254

Meals: 6 breakfasts at $6 each $36

9 lunches at $11 each $99

6 dinners at $19 each $114
Reference Materials: $727
Total $1650

If hotels or meals are any cheaper | will use the remaining funds on more reference materials.

Assessment:

Before travel | will make checklists for the major facts and ideas | would like to research on each trip. After the
trip 1 will see if | have been successful in finding the information | wanted. In addition, | will summarize what |
have learned about these ecosystems and make that information available on my faculty website as well as
presenting my findings and the reference materials to faculty who might teach Florida Environmental systems.




